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filled Versailles with consternation. The prince,
after three days of suffering, died surrounded by
Fajon, the Princess of Conti and Mademoiselle dc
Choin. On leaving the mortal remains of his son,
Louis XIV betook himself from Meudon to Marly
where he stayed in the rooms of Madame de
Maintenon sunk in the lowest depths of grief. He
had never had the least complaint to make against
the dead man; he recognized his exemplary docility,
his disinterested self-effacement and his good
qualities. However when the body had been laid
to rest at Saint-Denis on i6th April, everyone made
haste to forget His Highness the Grand Dauphin
and to go and pay court to the Duke of Burgundy
who inherited his father's title.

An unassuming sensitive young man, be accepted
the duties of his new position without manifesta-
tions of pleasure. Louis XIV, who loved him,
appreciated the honesty of his character and, look-
ing upon him as his immediate successor, had him
take part in councils on finance, despatches and
the Council of State, and initiated him into the
machinery of power, without hiding from him its
dangers and difficulties. He wished likewise to
surround him with the honours due to his rank;
he attached to his person nine courtiers known as
tnenins, added to the splendour of his home,
and guaranteed him one thousand francs a month.
He would have been still more liberal if the Duke
of Burgundy had not expressed a reluctance to
increase public expenditure in any way. This high-
minded prince pursued neither luxury nor mo-